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Northumberland’s Glorious Gardens 
Gardens, culture and history combined 
 

Orthumberland, the birthplace of Britain’s most famous 

landscape gardener Capability Brown, is a delight to any 

garden and flower enthusiast. With so many stately homes and 

gardens to visit together with the rugged hills of Northumberland, big 

skies and coastland with wide sandy beaches, this holiday is truly 

glorious.  

 

Northumberland is in North East England and is the most northerly 

of England’s counties making it a convenient place to explore the 

North East region. Northumberland includes a range of scenic 

landscapes; moorland, rolling hills, scenic coastline and beaches, 

small towns and villages full of character. There are also plenty of 

open spaces, making it an ideal holiday destination to really get 

away from it all and enjoy the best of the countryside.  

 

We stay in a country house hotel in a rural location near to the town 

of Morpeth. The hotel is in a peaceful location in the heart of 

Northumberland with most journeys each day not taking any more 

than 30 minutes.   

 

During the holiday we will make use of private coach transport to 

take us to the places we want to see and walk to and from. There 

are gentle walks included each day so you can take in the sights of 

Northumberland as well as the heritage coastline.  

 

Your Adagio Leader will ask you to be in the right place at the right 

time, all you need to do is relax and enjoy the scenery. 

 

 
Ornamental garden at The Alnwick Garden 

 
                                       

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed Daily Itinerary 

 

ur itinerary is expected to follow the daily schedule outlined below but please bear in mind that the order of the days may be amended, or 

walks substituted, due to weather conditions, attraction opening times or changes beyond our control. Distances, ascent/descent and timings 

are all approximate and refer only to the countryside walking element of each day.  

 

Day 1 – Check in at The Linden Hall Hotel is from 3:00pm. You will 

be greeted by your Adagio Leader who will lead a short walk for 

those interested from the hotel around the hotel grounds at 4:00pm. 

Otherwise you can make use of the hotel facilities before you all 

meet at approximately 6.30pm before your evening meal.  

 

Day 2 – A short visit and tour of Kirkharle Courtyard which is the 

birthplace of Capability Brown; the renowned Georgian landscape 

architect. We’ll have a guided tour of the site before we make our 

way to Belsay Hall. Take a lunch stop then a tour of the extensive 

gardens and unique quarry garden. The gardens are good to see 

rhododendrons and azaleas in early June.  

 

Day 3 – We travel near Wooler to the privately owned gardens at 

Lilburn Tower for a tour by the gardener of the magnificent walled, 

formal gardens. In the afternoon we visit The Alnwick Garden. Here 

we will spend the afternoon and will be provided with a garden tour. 

We also include entrance to the Alnwick Castle a short distance 

away, so you will have some free time there.  

 

Day 4 – The day will be spent at the National Trust property of 

Wallington, where your Adagio Leader will provide a guided walk in 

the large grounds. There are tea rooms, shop, a spectacular walled 

garden with a glass house and the house with various collections. A 

one hour tour of the gardens with their gardener has been arranged.  

 

Day 5 – Visit the Holy Island of Lindisfarne today with its castle, 
priory, harbour and village followed by a stop at Bamburgh. Here 
your Adagio Leader will walk you to the beach where outstanding 
views of the iconic Bamburgh Castle and the seashore can be seen. 
After a paddle, we walk through the dunes, close to the Castle where 
transport takes you back to the hotel.   
 

Day 6 – This morning you visit the National Trust property of 

Cragside. It was the former home of Lord Armstrong and was the 

first building in the world to be lit by hydroelectricity. More recently, 

the house was used for filming the 2018 Jurassic World film. A walk 

will be provided through the landscaped grounds, particularly 

colourful in June with the rhododendron bushes in bloom. After 

lunch, we walk along the River Coquet until we reach the town of 

Rothbury.   
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Day 7 – The garden at Howick Hall is the destination for the 

morning. After refreshments in the Earl Grey Teahouse, we walk for 

around 90 minutes along the coastal path to the attractive harbour 

village of Craster. There will be some free time here to look around 

before returning to the hotel.  

 

Day 8 – Departure day and farewell to your Adagio Leader and other 
group members. Check out of the hotel is by 11am.  
 

 
To fully enjoy the walking on this holiday you should be able to walk 
along uneven undulating paths at about 1½ to 2 miles per hour for 
distances of between 3 to 4½ miles with walks lasting up to 3 hours. 
When sightseeing is involved at the places visited, you can walk as 
much or as little as you wish.   
 

______________________________________________________ 

Longhorsley, Northumberland 
 

He hamlet of Longhorsley is quiet with very few shops or 

amenities. The most notable feature of Longhorsley is the 

comfortable Linden Hall Hotel, set in 450 acres of tranquil 

countryside. A 30 minute drive south takes you to Newcastle 

however the nearest town is Morpeth, 10 minutes’ drive away, where 

you will find many shops.  

 

 
The Linden Hall Hotel, Longhorsley 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Macdonald Linden Hall Hotel 

Longhorsley, Nr Morpeth, Northumberland NE65 8XF 

0344 879 9084  /  general.lindenhall@macdonald-hotels.co.uk  /  
www.macdonald-hotels.co.uk/LindenHall 

 

he four star country house hotel located within 450 acres of 

Northumberland parkland features a golf course, a tennis court, 

spa with an indoor heated pool, gym and sauna. Beauty and 

relaxation treatments are available in the spa. The classic bedrooms 

have individual character and are very comfortable.   

 

Dinner on six evenings will be in the hotel’s Dobson Restaurant 

which serves award winning food in a friendly atmosphere. The 

restaurant has two prestigious AA Rosette awards. To have a 

change of scenery, dinner on the Tuesday evening will be in the 

Linden Tree Pub which is on site.  

 

The Monck Cocktail Bar is the perfect place for a pre or post dinner 

drink.  

 

 

 

 

Classic en suite hotel room facilities include: 

• Flat screen television with Freeview 

• Hairdryer 

• Direct dial telephone 

• Tea and coffee facilities 

• Iron & ironing board 

• Complimentary mineral water 

• Complimentary Wi-Fi 

 

We stay on a half board basis. Breakfasts and evening meals will be 

taken in the hotel restaurant on six nights and one night you will dine 

in the Linden Tree, an onsite pub. Lunches will be at your expense. 

The hotel can provide packed lunches at a cost of around £9.50 

each or there will be opportunities to buy lunch at the places we visit.  

 

 
The Linden Hall Hotel bedroom 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

Adagio Leaders 
 

n Adagio Leader will accompany you throughout the holiday. 

They are all experienced travellers with a love for exploring and 

will help capture the true essence of the destination with their 

stories, knowledge and insights.  They are well-organised, pay great 

attention to detail and enjoy being with people.  They are there to 

help make your holiday as enjoyable and stress free as possible. 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Local Travel 

 

e include the local travel costs using private hire coaches 

each day.   

 

Our Adagio Leader will arrange everything. You just need to be at 

the right place at the right time. 

 

 
Grand cascade at The Alnwick Garden 
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The Linden Hall Hotel pool 

 
____________________________________________________ 

What to bring 
 

e recommend you bring the following items with you: 

 

• Lightweight walking boots with ankle support (you may 

prefer walking shoes if you have strong ankles) 

• Waterproof jacket and trousers. It does rain sometimes! 

• A sunhat, fleece and gloves… to cover all weather 

eventualities. 

• Swimming costume & gym clothes if you want to make use 

of the hotel facilities.  

• Sun cream and sunglasses in the warmer months.  

• A water bottle. 

• A picnic knife, fork and spoon, as required. 

• A simple basic first aid kit. 

• A daypack to hold all the above. 

• Your valid National Trust membership card if you have one  

(for entrance to Cragside and Wallington).  

 

______________________________________________________ 

Insurance 
 

lthough not compulsory for this holiday, we strongly 
recommend that you take out travel insurance to cover you in 
the event of eventualities such as unexpected cancellation. 

 

 
Lindisfarne Castle, Holy Island 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________ 

Travel Information 
 

heck-in at the hotel is from 3:00pm. Our Adagio Leader will 

meet with you prior to your evening dinner for a group welcome 

meeting. Our Adagio Leader will also offer a walk around the hotel 

grounds at 4:00pm. The meeting point is the hotel reception.  

 

To reach the hotel by car: 

 

Enjoy a scenic drive into Northumberland passing the famous Angel 

of the North at Gateshead travelling on the A1 northbound.  

 

Heading southbound into Northumberland from Scotland, the A1 

crosses the River Tweed.  

 

From the west, take the A69 and A66 while the A19 links 

Northumberland with the Port of Tyne.  

 

The hotel is located off the A697. The hotel website has good driving 

instructions if you type in the postcode you are travelling from.  

 

Parking at The Linden Hall Hotel is free for guests and there is 

ample space.  

 

To reach the hotel by rail: 

 

The nearest railway station to your hotel is at Morpeth. Less than 

three hours from London Kings Cross will get you to Northumberland 

on the East Coast mainline. Connecting westbound services are run 

by Cross Country. Morpeth railway station is 11 miles from the hotel 

so we suggest you pre-book a taxi. You may like to try contacting 

Phoenix Taxis on 01670 540222 or Castle Taxis on 01670 519898 

for a quote.  

 

Northumberland by air: 

 

Flights land at Newcastle International Airport, a 25 minute drive 

from Morpeth. Further south, Durham Tees Valley International 

Airport is just over an hour’s drive south of Morpeth.  

 

To reach the hotel by coach / bus: 

 

The coach operator National Express allows travel to Newcastle and 

connect with regular local services from Newcastle to Morpeth. 

Timetables and routes can be found at 

http://jplanner.travelinenortheast.info/   

 

Arriva bus is the public bus services operator and typical journey 

times from Newcastle to Morpeth are 30 minutes.  

 

 
Route planning to and from Longhorsley: 
 
The AA and RAC both offer free and detailed on-line route planning 
facilities on their websites which may help you find the hotel. Details 
can be found at: 
 

• www.theaa.co.uk 

• www.rac.co.uk 
 

An excellent website to assist in your travel plans is 

www.rome2rio.co.uk 
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Belsay Hall 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

Maps, Books and Websites 
 

Various maps are available for the area and it is largely down to 

personal taste as to how much detail you would like. You may like to 

contact: 

 

The Map Shop 

15 High Street 

Upton upon Severn 

Worcestershire 

WR8 0HJ 

Tel: 01684 593 146 /  Fax: 01684 594 559  /  

www.themapshop.co.uk  /  themapshop@btinternet.com 

 

More potentially useful information can be found at: 

www.visitnorthumberland.com 

 

Other useful websites to look at are; 

 

Kirkharle Courtyard 

www.kirkharlecourtyard.co.uk  

 

The Alnwick Garden & Castle 

www.alnwickgarden.com  

www.alnwickcastle.com 

 

Belsay Hall 

www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/belsay-hall-castle-and-

gardens 

 

Wallington 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wallington 

The entrance fee is around £13.20 

 

Cragside 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/cragside 

The entrance fee is around £13 

 

Howick Hall Gardens 

www.howickhallgardens.com 

 

If you would like to become a member of the National Trust, please 

see their website for more details - www.nationaltrust.org.uk/join-us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

Holiday Dates 2019 
 
Holiday: Northumberland’s Glorious Gardens  
Tour Code: 50180 
 
Departures on a Saturday for seven nights on: 
 

• 1st June 

• 22nd June 

• 6th July 

• 7th September 
 

____________________________________________________ 

Booking and Further information 

 

You may wish to review the latest version of this Holiday Information 
Sheet online prior to travel. 
 

Please call us on 01707 386700 or email us at info@adagio.co.uk 

 

 

This document issued: 190619 APS 
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